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8¢ coecere - PEL ranks dead last in arthritis support

— * WESTEEE =
The Guardian has received the fallowing press release;
CHARLOTTETOWMN, PRIMNCGE EDWARD ISLAMD--(Marketiwire - Jan. 13, 20097 - Prince
Edvward Island is providing the warst arthritis medication coverage in Canada, according to
Arthiritis Consumer Experts, a national grassroots arthritis arganization tracking pravincial

wiew Forecast

government performance on arthritis care.
"Prince Edward Island ranks dead last in the country in terms of puhlic coverage for gold-
Local Mews standard arthritis medications," said Cheryl Kaehn, President of Athritis Consumer Experts. = .-;rr ‘:{?*‘
Sports "Penple in PElwho need these medications to prevent catastrophic joint damage and m‘ql 'L" J} JI&}‘_,A
GalimEns disahility are being forced to wait and watch their own bodies becoming more and more N A °
Court, Crime, Police disabled”
Arthritis Consumer Experts tracks medication listings for a particular class of arthritis drug
Editorials called biologic response modifiers, and pravides the results in the JointHealth{Th) report
Lifestyles card on provincial farmulary listings for hiologic respanse modifiers. Since the first repart card
Business was released in October 2007, PEl has consistently ranked below all other pravinces and ] We b Ioca I .ca
e ———— te_rrltnr!es interms Dfrm_mbursement cuver_agefurblulc_lglc response modifiers. Find. Rate. Share.
—— Biologic response modifiers work by attacking or blocking the molecules that cause
Eeciupd Boadlnps inflammation in peaple with inflammatory arthritis, and are considered the "gold standard” in r a product, a s
treatment for people with moderate to severe disease. Prince Edward Island provides very '
limited reimbursement coverage for this class of medications in the treatment of rheumataid
atthritis, and nao coverage at all far the treatment of ankylosing spondylitis (nflammatany SEARCH
arthritis attacking the spine) or psoriatic arthritis (inflarmmatory arthritis attacking joints, skin,
today's letters and finger nails). vhat
cubmit lettars Koehn noted that hialagics in PEI have heen "under review” far up to five years. "The PEI
- government has promised, vear after year, that decisions on these files are imminent," she
said. "After five years ofwaiting, people with inflammataory arthritis deserve an answer, and
they deserve ta receive the same quality of care as people living with inflammatary arthritis in
Contace Uz other parts of the country.” The Guardian Video-on-Demand
Ad Finder These arthritis medications are listed on many public formularies in provinces across the
classifieds country. Quehec, Saskatchewan, and BC pravide reimbursement far all biologics approved to | B8
treat rheurnatoid arthritis, ankylosing spondylitis, and p=oriatic athritis. In Aflantic Canada, all
other maritime provinces provide a range of hiologic options for each ofthese three disease-
types. Only people in Prince Edward Island are left almost totally without help.
[— "“Why are Prince Edward |slanders with inflammatary arthritis receiving a significantly lower P.E.I drama Dec, 22 snow Premier Robert
@ % standard of care than all other Ganadians? kKoehn asked. "People in PElwith inflarmmatory storm :M
' F © arthritis are suffering, and government is daoing nothing to help them” —p_!in'd;s'tries
BLOGS AbDL!T.ACE . . - . vigw all | submit video
_ Arthritis Consurmer Experts (ACE) is a national arganization that provides research-based
joint health information and education to Canadians with arthritis, and manitors the
perfarmance of provincial health care delivery to those living with the disease. Through its —Local Deals, Incal athvertisers, everyday!
JointHealth(Thiy series of programs, the arganization helps to empower people living with all -
forms of arthritis to take control of their disease and to take action in health care and research AD Fl “ der
= decision making. ACE is led by people with arthritis and its activities are guided by a strict set
; of guiding principles, and by an advisory board comprised of leading scientists, medical Feature Ads
professionals and informed arthritis activists. GM Canada Games
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The Shelbume County Coast Guard; The Citizen, Mowa Scotia Business Journal; Burmside Mews, Fatm Focus, Springhill Record; Bedford Sackuille Weekly Mesws; Dartrnouth Cole Harbour Weekly
Mews; Halifax West Clayton Park Weekly Mews, Halifax Mews Met

ey Brunswick: Sackville Tribune Post; EMBusingss.

Mewfoundland & LahradorThe Charter; The Southern Gazette; The Compass; The Labradorian; The Aurora) The Beacon] The Pilot] The Packet] The Gulf Mews, The Coaster; The
Georgian, The Marwester; The Advertizer; The Marthern Pen.

Saskatchewan Southwest Booster, SaskMewsMow, Coranach THangle Mews; Grenfell Sun/Broadview Express, Oxbow Herald, Radville/Deep South Star,

Consumer Magazines:

Canadian Lwing; Elle Canada; Harmernakers, More; Good Times; Canadian Gardening) Canadian Home & Country; Style at Horne | Western Living, Ottawa at Horne, Yancouver Magazine,

Canadian Home Workshop, T Guide; The Hockey Mews, Qutdoor Canada; Mochasofa, Qecasions Magazine, Golf Gntario Style; Golf East; Group Travel Planner.
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